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A ſcaſonable Diſcourſe concerning; TY 


Wherein it is fully proved, 
That thoſe who urge the paymens thereof for 


their-mainte- 
no trug Goſpel-Miniſters: OR, andts 
x ck ik Pract ofa Oper dry on 


Occafioned by a PROPOSITION, wh ave Deakine | x 


hid down for the proof thereof , which Was of 9 iQ: and - 


liſhed , holding forth the dreadfull danger of 
even in ive higheſt nature in the with-bo 


Which ſaid PROPOSITION, ik he Bowen 
ned at large arc hercumco annexed, the zrof abſurdi hte ——__ 
confurced , and the Truch viadicaed and cleered from thoſe x CITY 
Judziſm and Antichriftian darkn«fle which che Propaſer 
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bath darkencd it withall, 


By T. H. and T. "R. = 
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1 John 4.1. Beloved, belicve not every ſpirit, but trie the ſpirits whether cre 
of God, becquſe many falſe Prophets are gone out into ff. anerls LN 
Rev. 3. 9. —————1 know the blaphemy of chem which * rbey gre ow: and cre uot, 


bus are the ſynagogue of $452n. 
« Jer. 6.13. For from the leaſt of them/zven to the; of then, every one i gi- 
Prizſt (every one dealeth 


ven 10 coverouſne ſe, and from the Prophet even wure' 
falſly. 
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{ To all who love the Lord Icins 
| Chriſt in ſinceruy, 


| nemeon—_wmGs E the myſtery of iniquity Cid begin .mh.r.. 
|| rowork inthe Ap files time? if there 2 Cor.r1, 
4 were falſe Apoſtles, deceirfull work- * 
ers, transforming themſelyes into the 
Apoſtles of Chriſte If chere were the 
Miniſters of Satzns who w:z:ec crant- 
+ formed as the Miniſters of righteouſneſſe, whole end 
| ſhould be according to their works? And if we are” 
| xY&vorted'to wy the >ptrits whether they are of God, » J05:4.! 
. Xupon this accompt) becauſe many falſe Prophets are 
' | **Þoneoutintothe world. Then no marvell is it, chat 
the f ors and 2gents for Antichriſt are ſo encreaſed, 
| and the My ſtery 6f Iniquity grown to ſuch maturity 
-and ripen{fles nay ( may we not-rather fay-) to tuch 
boldneſſe and tmpudency, that theyate not aſh:rmed 
xo open their.pack of Romiſh Trumpery (we meane) 
> gheirunwritten Traditions and humane Conſtituzi- 
ons in the Fghtand view -of the whole world, and 
theſe their muſty and purrified wares, for ſound and 
ſubſtantiall commodities , Would they force upon 


tender conſciences , whom God hath inlighrned to 
Az diſcover 
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£ diſcover the ſlightsand cunning craftinefſe of theſe 

Fpb.4.14 grand Impoſtors, whereby they tye in wair to de- 

ceive, One picce of which their Merchantable ſtuffe 

moſt cunningly and artificially woven rogerher, with 

N Scriptures abſurdly applied, and others as lamenta- 

bly perverted, is here preſented unto your view, 

Rcy.3-18. whoſe eyes the Lord hath annoyned with his cyec- 

ſalve todiſcern the wiles and workings of Satan in 

theſe-men. And although evill men and fſcducers 

A 3* ſhall wax worſe and worſe, deceiving, and bring de- 

"£m g. ceived, yet the righteous ſhall bold on his way . and 

he that bath clean hands ſhall be ſtronger and ftrong- 

er: And although-many deceivers are entred into the 

> John 7. world. who .confeſſe notthar Jeſus Chriſt is come in 

the ficſh. (and ſuch are all chey, who would bring us 

; back again urto Moſes, and prefle the Obſervation of 

RAI Leviticall Rieg and Ceremonies upon the conſci- 

E- ence, which are altogether aboliſhed and done away _ 
by the coming of Jeſus Chriſt in the fleſh) And al- 

267.5 2 rhough Antichriſt by his Sorceries hath deceived the 

Bſa 44.20 Nations, and a deceived heart hath turned many a- 

fice, that they cannot deliver their ſoul, nor ſay, Is 

there not alye in my right hand-? yer it is not poſh- 

Mar. 24 ble, that the EleQ ſhall be deceived by them. Belo» 

ved you arc thoſe who are taught of God , Eſa. 54. 

13- 10h» 2. >. thoſe ro whom he hath revcaled 

his ſecrets, Pſal. 25.14. who have the gift of trying 

and diſcerning the Spirits, 1 1ohn 4. 1. and therefore 

we could nor but recommend unto yob this enſuing 

Treatiſe, wherein we hope we have diſcovered the 

grofſe abſurdity of that Propoſition, and have: vin- 

\"%,S icated theeruh from chat error and 4" 
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the Propoſer-hath clonded ir wichall; and traly bur- 
conſciences do beare us wirneſle, that is was nor out- 
of any prejud ice tothe perſon of che Propoſer, bur 
the love which we beare unto Truth, that d d ſtir up 
our ſpirits co this uadertaking;and che rather, fo- that 
the Author of the ſaii paper, who being achief man 
of che: Presbyterian $cR, arid pretends himſelf a Mi- 
niſter of che Goſpel,” hath ſad ſuch high accuſaci- 
ons againſt the moſt conſcientious people, chargi 
them with fin-in the higheſt 2ggravations enereof, 
with te-up »rall and ſpiritual judgeinen's accompa- 
nying ic, th1eatning alſyno lefſe then erernall death 
againſt chem in a caſe where no Law is cranſgreſſed, 
Andto infurce his accuſat ion and charge of fin and 
judgement, how notoriouſly hach he wreſted and 
perverted the Scriptures? diſhmnoring the Lord, and 
f.iGtying his ruth, which was ſo great a trouble un- 
to our ſpirits, thas we cou'd not be filent. Nor would 
we be thought to be difobedient co that authority 
which God hath ſer over us, and under which we 
live, and through his bleſſing do enjoy much free- 
dome, proredtion, and preſervation. 

We profetfſe our ſubj. tion toMagiſtracy inall law- 
full things that are commanded by them, only in the 
matters of God, and of his-Chriſt our Lord and Sa- 
viour,and wherin the glory of God is ſo highly con- 
cerned, ir is our defire to keep our conſciences pure 
and undefiled , remembring alwayes, that the Laws 
of God muſt hve the preheminence, and all hu- 
mane Lawes and O:dinances muſt and ought-t» be 
ſubordinate ehcreunto. And in reference unto his 
Houſe, which is ſpirituall, we can acknowledge no- 


# 


thee King'or Law-giver ſave Chriſt alone: Wie 


Job. 5.44. look norto6TEceive honor” from men , but we ſeck 
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the-honour that cometh from-God onely. And if 
the Lord will vouchſafe ro honourhis Truth by ſuch 
poor and unworthy Inſtruments as we are, we ſhall 
account it honour enough, 


T hoias Heath, 
. Thomas Roſewell. 
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The dreadfull danger of Sar: //edye, 


held forth in this one Propoſition: Nawcly, 


The with-holding of Fythes from a Miniſter that labonrs 
in the Word and Dottrine, or denying thoſe accuſtomed 
rates upon houſes , which have been paid to the Mini- 
fſters ſucceſcively , time out of mind, is 4 great and 
grievons ſin, highly diſpleaſing to Almighty God, as 
appeays by theſe Reaſons, 


mandement, which ſaith, That thou ſralt not 

ſteal; and direRly contrary to the Rule of the 

Apoltle, & om.1 3.7. Render therefore to alltheir 
dues, Cuſtome to whom Cultome, &c. 

Yea Tythes are due to the Miniſter by the Law of the-Land, 
and the Miniſter hath as legall a right to the rates ſet upon 
honſes, as the Landlord hath to his rent; therefore to deprive 
the Miniſter of them 15 a breach, not only of Gods Law, but 
alſo of mans Law, and who ſo breaketh this beage, a Serpent 
frail bite him. Eec\el. 10. 8. 

1, Ovj*t. But tythes are antichriſtian, and therefore not to 
be paid any longer. 

Anſw. This is 2 falſe opinion, as appears by this Argument; 
That which our Saviour enjoyned 1s not Antichriſtian , bur 
our Saviour enjoyned tythes, Luke I 1.42. Te tythe, mint, and 
Yue, aud all manner of herbs, and paſſe over Fudgement and the 
Love of God: theſe owght ye to have done; that is , ye ought to 
pay tythes, therefore they are not antichriſtian. 

2, Objed. But we do not come to bear him, why then ſhould we 
pay him, ſince we have no benefit by bis Miniſtery ? 


I. Rea. B Ecauſe it is a dire breach of the eighth Com- 


An(w, 


LS 


A#/w.1f thou live in a Pariſh where a godly Miniſter is 
ſeated, thou art bound to hear him, for he worketh che work 
of the Lord, as well as theſe of greater parts. Sac 1 (or, 16, 10, 
If thou do not hear him, nor pay him, thon addeſt fia ro fin; 
for firſt it is a fin to withdraw thy preſence, and then it is a- 4 
nother, yea a greater fin,to withdraw his maintenance, 

© 3. OojeRh. But the Mmiſter will not give us our due in the 
$acrament of the Lords Supper, therefore we may juitly deny hins 
bis ame ? 

Anſw. Firſt, The Sacrament is not dueto all, but onely to 
thoſe that come in a regular way, according to the order of 
the Goſpel, for all things muſt be done decently, and in or- 
der, 1 Cor. 13.40. Now the order of the Goſpel is this, 
that the power of examining thoſe char are admitted to the 
Lords Supper, belongs not to the Miniſtcr alone, nor to the 
Miniſter with the whele Congregation , but to the Miniſter 
and ruling Elders, as is undeniably proved by that ſingulac 1 
Treatiſe ter forth by the Provincial Afſcmb'y, called rhe Vindi- 
£41501 of the Presbyterian Government , pag.70,71. Secondly, 

| the Sacrament is not due to thoſe that live in avy ſcandalous 
fin; bur thefr, or robbing of God is a ſcandalous fin, 

2. Reaſ. Itis aſinofa high nature, becauſe it afftronts God 
kimſcls, Mal.3.t%. Will a man rob God? Tet ye bave robbed me. 
But ye ſay, wherein have we robbed thee? in Tythes and Offerings. 
To rob a man by the high-way doth deſerve death,” ro rob a 
King of his.Þlate and Jewels deſerves a tormenting death, 
but co rob the King of Glory, deſerves the fire of hell, 

3. Reafe It is a complicated (in, wherein fraud or cheating 
is added to theft : For the Landlord lets his houlc to the Te- 
nant ata lower rate, apon this account; namely, that be ſhall 
pay the dutics ta the Miniſter: As for example, if the houſe + 
be worth 21, |: per aw»nm, the Landlord lets it for 20.1, per + 
annum, 0n puip-le that the Tenant may (perh3ps)pay twen- 
ty ſhillings a year to che Miniſtcr., The Teoant hotwithſitand- 
ing paycs nvuthing , but keeps it back from the Minitter by 
fraud, ard puts the Landlords money in his pocket, Here is 
fraud with a Witneſle, b : 

4+ Reaſe It isa fin, whereby godly Miniſters are diſcouraged 
in 


_— 
-_ 


p—_— 
- > W—_ _ as 
% 


EY Sn PF" 2" 
> 


— 


} 
| 


% 


UMI 


UMI 


— 


in their work , their hands weakned, and thei ſpirits bro- 
ken , ſo that they cannot go'on in their Miniſtery with joy, 
but with griefe ; this is direAHly contrary to- the practiſe of 
that godly King H-zeki.h, ( whoſe example is writcen 
for our learnirg, Ry. 15. 4.) forit is teſtified of him, 

2 Chron.31.4. tbat he commanacd ihe people that dwelt in Jern- | 
ſalem, te give the portion of the Priefts and Levites, that 
they might be inconraged in the Law of the Lord. 

5. Rraſ. It 1s 4 fin wherein and whereby the defrauder robs 
his owu ſoul of that ſpiritu+l benefit and advantage which he 
might ger by ſuch a mans Miniſtery; for it is juſt with God to 
ſay to luch a man, thou withdrawelt mairitenance from my 
ſervant, and I will withdraw my bleſfing from my own Ordi» 
nance, {othat the word preached (by whomſoever it be dif- 
penſed) (all do thee no good at all, but rather it (hall be a 
layour of death, te thy own condemnation, !hy foule ſhall 
never thrive or profper by any Sermon that thou heareſt, 

6. Rea/. It 15 a fin that provokes 0d to curſe a man in his 
outward eſtate ard trading , as appears by that forenamed 
place, CMal.4.9. To are cnr/ed with a cnrſe , for ye have robbed 
me: It is uſuall with God to pay linners withtheir own coyn; 
they rob God in tythes, and God robs them of their trade and 
livelyhood; they grudge the Miniſters a* maintenance , and 
God grudgeth them eyen bread for their Families, ſo that 
they uſually turn bankerupts,or are ſo much in debr,that chey 
are aſhamed to ſhew cheir faces. 

7. Reaſ. It is a (in zgainſt the Goſpel, becauſe idhinders the 
progreſs and ſucceſs of ic, for ſach men do as much as in them 
lies to extingniſh the light, by raking away the oy] that feeds 
it. It ts obſerved in that excellent bo. k Vindie.Presb Gov pag» 
$1. that Julian the Apoſtate, that curſed enemy of Chriſt and 
his Goſpel}, did by taking away tythes do more miſchiefe to 
the Chnrch of God, than all the perfecuting Emperors that 
were before him; for the Perſecutors took away only the Mi- 
nilters, (and their bloud was the ſeed of the Church) bur ta- 
king away tythes, took away the Miniſtery it ſelf, 

8. Reaſ. It is a (in will not be pardoned vpon repentance, 


unlefle there be a reſtitution as well as repentance, according 
to 


It 


- to that of Anpuſiine, Non rewittitur peceatumn , nifi reflituatur 
ablatum , Thy (in (hall not bz pardoned, unlefſe tha which 
thou with-holdeſt un/uſtly be reſtored. 

9. Rea. It is alin that will cry for vengeance, when the 
Guner on his death-bed is crying for mercy,as appears by that 
remarkable Scripture, Fam. 5+ 2,4. Towr gold and filver is can- 
kered, ani the ruſt of them ſhall be a witneſſe againſt, and ſhall eat 
your fleſh as it were with fire; Te have heapet trea'nre (that's of 
wrath) together for the laſt dayes. Behold the hire of the Labow- 
rers which have reaped down your fields which is of you kept back, 
by frand erieth; and the eries of them which have reaped are en- 
tered wnto the ears of the Lord of Sabbath, Now if the hice of 
the L:bourcrs in mens Vineyard , kept back by fraud crieth, 
how dreadfull will the cry be of the hire of Gods Labourers 
in Gods Vineyard, kept back by robbers and defrauders ? I 
tremble to think of it, 

Conſider whit hath been preſented unto you in this paper, 
and rhe Lord give ye underſtanding in all chings. 


Courteous Reader, | 
His euſning diſcourſe was intended for publike view before 
this time, but received ſome wmterruption , which occaſioned 
the delay thereof ; yet we hope it will be lcalonable, and not prove 
Abortive, as one thas it born out of due time: And though ſome 
have gone before #5, whoſe ſpirits have been ſtirred up r0 the ſame 
 Kndertaking, ( for which wereoyce and bleſe God) yet we can 
truly ſay, we have not lighted our Candle at their Lamp : Anxd 
1m this we are very much comforted and incouraged, conſidering, 
that in the month of two or three Witne(ſes, the Truth will receive - 
the greater eſtabliſhment. | 
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TYTHES 


No Maintenance for 


| Golpel-V ini{ters: 


OR, 
A ſeafonable Dilcourſe concerning 
TiTtuss, Wy. 
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&»Y E ſhall omit te.inſert any thing 35 torching the 
name of the Auchor of che {:jd-P: opo! tion, 

y reaſon that he is either afraid ro own it,or 
aſham«<d to publilhic, remcmbring what our 
Saviour faith, fobn 3.20,21. That every one that 
doth evill | aterh ihe light, neither cometh to the 
light, l:f bis deeds ſhould be Heproved : but he that deib 18th, 
cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifeſt , that 
they are wrong hi in God, But tO the ! ropolition it felt, 

P. 7 be wuholding of tythes from a Minsſter that labors in the 
word and dotivine, or denying theſe accuitomed rates upon houſes 
which have been paid 19 Miniſters ſueceſſively time ent of mind, 
bs a great and grievcm ſin, bighly diſpleafing to almighty God, as 
the Author or Publiſher of the ſaid Paper would make it ap- 
pcare 
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peare by the Reaſons "i down' in the ſaid Paper. 
; The Propoſition holds forth ſin diſpleaſing to God, there- 

fore we (bal reply ſomwhat as couching ic,&rhe grounds [aid 

down to plead the force 6f his Propolition, which are two. 
Here be *Firſtzhis beiog a Miniſter that labors in the Word & Do@trinez 
ſheweth and ſecondly, accuſtomed rates ſet wpon houſes, which have been 
the weak- paid ſmeceſſively to ſuch Miniſters tine ont of mind. Concern- 
neſſe of bi ing the firit, ic would be very requilice, that he would prove 
arguments, 


having no bimſelf a true Miniſter fer apart by God for that work, and 


Puſkoary as all types and ceremonies pointed to their anti-rypes, 


ftians ro To the ancitype being produced, the rype ceaſerh : Bui Tythes 
obſerve, were acerelvony of the Leviticall Law , and (hrift « the end 
| of the Law for righteonſneſſe to every one that belueverb; and we 
hope , that none of them that call th: mfclves Goſp: |- Mivi- 
ſters, will be called Prieſts of che Leviacall Law, and preiie . 
Tythes for their maintenance, or 1-ther as thiir wages, which 
was the wages of the Pricſts, Nm.18.31. Heb. 7. 12. which 
offered vp lacrifices and burnt- vftcrings ; bur Chriſt hath put 
an end to all Pricithood and facrifice under the Law, and the 
Prieſthood being changed, there is made of neceflity a change 
alſo of the Law, except you will ſhew us a command or pre- 
cept under the Goſpel. 

But you will ſay , ſhall not yout perſon be maintained 2 
We anſwer, if one that truly labours in the Word and Do- 
Arine, would lay down a precept for his maintruance,” lee 
him ſhew wu hat the Lord hath ordained; that they which proach 
a, Cor.9. the Goſpel ſhowld live of the Goſpel ; but lythcs are noc Gol- 

T4. pel-precepts. 
Again , whereas you ſay, itis a ſin of that nature, asto 
term it ſacri/edge, or robbing of God, we hope, you will be 
: mgrc 
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more calm in the eenſure of 3 , who throuph tenderneſs 
of conſcience ( defiring todo nothing but what they may 
have a word for their rule) refufe the payment of Tythes : 
But we think it may be ſafer ſaid, that you rob God of his 
glory, in ſetting your ſelf inthe ſeat of God; for by demend- 
ing of Tythes, you take the Prieſthood upon your ſelf, which 1... 
is now ceaſed. Tythes typified the great High-Pricft of our from x. to 
foules Chriſt Jeſus, who hath by one offering put an end to xy.verl; 
all Sacrifices and Prieſthood; and hath alſo paid the debt* 
that was due for fin; how then can we rob Cid, except ir be 
of his glory ? For matter of debt, he is fully ſatisfied ; bur 
if it had been before the time of \our delivery by Chriſt. and 
we had been Jews, and you had been of the Tribe of Z:v4, 
and ordained to ſerve at the Altar, then, under that diſpenſa- 
tion, if we had not paid you Tythes, you muſt bave ſaid, that 
we had robbed God : Bat the Lord be praiſed, thoſe Jayte 
of bondape are ended : Oh that the Lord would open your 
hearts, ——_ your conſciences of this your blind zeall 
But we ſhall leave this your raſh cenſure, and reply” further, 
in that you plead accuffomed rates ſet npon houſes which have 
been paid time out of mind. IR ; 

Ve demand firlt, whether you are ignorant of the time 
when it began, that Tythes were firſt impoſed upon the Te- 
nants by the Landlord 2 We fear your great predeceſſor, the 


Man of fin, and the Sec of Rowe, were the firlt inſtitutors of 


thac ſuperſtitions Idol, as impoſition of Tythes, who teach 
for doctrines the traditions of men, and ſo make the com- 


-mandement of God of none cftc by their traditions, Aſar. 


35: 6,7. 

Secondly, What reaſon have you to plead anticnt cuſtome, 
when as you live ander the Goſpel, and fay you are labou- 
rers in the word and doQrine ; of what? of the Law? then 
indeed you may urge cuſtome from antiquity ; but if of 
the Goſpel, why not a Goſpel-precept ? Burt we blame you 
nor to ſeck to blind the eys of the ignorant by your antient 
cuſtoms, What greater arguments have the Jeſuites, to main- 
tain their corrupt rs then Antiquity? as if men un- 
der the Goſpel ſeek for rules 6 then the your > 
; od: 


COT ] 


Mat, 22,21 


eys, that;you cannot ſee, or diſcoyer the true meaning of thae 
which the Apoſtle meaneth, that they which proach the Goſpel 
ſhowld live of the Goſpel; 1 Cor.9.14. tho uph the Apoltle uled it 
not, but racher laþgured with his hands : But why ſhould we 


ſpeak of laboriag w" the hands, ſo long as you plead the law 
- &cuftoms of men?for then you have ſtrength enough on your 


fide: bur God is to be obeyed before men. Bnt to leave chis; 
While Gd (hall pur it into the hearts of onr Rulers, eo 
ſearch whether or no this ancient Law and Cuſtome hath its 
foundation from the Goſpcl, which is and ought, and ( we 
hope, chorough Gods mercy, ever ſhall be our rule, But now 
to come to the Reaſons yuualledge to maintain your Propo- 
ficion. 

P. Fuſt you ſay, It # a breach of the eighth ( vmemandement, 
which [aith, Thou (halt not ſteal : awd dweftly comrary to the 
rele of the +Apoitle, Rom. 1 3.7. Render therfore to all their dues, 
tribute ro whom tr1bme is ane, Kc. »s 

R.Y ou think you have ſumthing now on your fide, but pray 
conſider, whether or no —_—_— ſpeaks there concerning 
Tirhes; his injunRtion is for paying of tribure, which might 
lawfully be required by a civill power or Authority, and in 
ſuch things there is no tie on the conſcience, or ſnare, 
which it is intrapped ; bur, as our Saviour commanded, that 
what was Ce/ar's cuc ſhuuld be paid or given unto Ceſar, 
which is all one to thoſe accuſtomed afleſments or rates now 
ſer on men, by thoſe that God hath ſer in authogity : Anil 
look inthe verſcs fgregoing your text, they ane ſuch power.2 as 
are ordained by God, and are AMinifters for God to mimſter ju- 
fice : Bur what is this argument” er teaſon of any force to 
prove the lawfulneſs of paying Tythes to Mivifters under the 
Goſpcl!? But youpolitiyely attirm, 7 þatithe AMnfter hath, 
by the Law of Ged, as legall a vigit to the rates ſet upon hon/er, 
« the Landlord bath to bu rent 5 which we deny abſolutely; 
for according to your fornicr argument, time ont of ming, the 
Landlords had Law for their rent, or a right to their rent by 
Law, before ever Law was made for paying of Tythes to M- 
nilters, except. you will prove the -antiquity of your _ 

- | rom 
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God : But we fear that the love of money hath blinded yone 
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from God's injunAion of the Loldres of Ifrael to pay tythes 
of all they poſſefied: And /again, the Landlord hath more 
right to his rent then you have to tythes, for-many Landlords 
have right to theit lands and houſes by inheritance, but you 
have but a bare. right from a hamane inſtitution, and that 
dy aLaw nor as yet aboliſhed by the State now in being. 

But if we ſhould grant, as we cannot,except you ſhew bet- 
ter reaſon then your bare poſicive affirmation , that it is as 
fawfull for the one, as for the other: Yet wee wonder, 
you have no proofe of Scripture for your argument, 
knowing , or rather having ought to have knowne , thay 
it is the onely rule, wen Ty of God ought to 
walk : Therefore we conclude, that it is no breach of the 
eighth commandement, infomuch as no command of God is 
broken; and to charge ths non-payment of tythes to be 
thefr, we know not how you can make it good , except you 
prove a fight, or that'you have a right by the Law of God, tg 
the money, or ware, or what els we do enjoy. 

But you add further, that it & 4 breach of the Law of God, 
and that you would prove in the anſwer to the firſt 0b;eRi- 
on, which is. That to pay tythenis antichriſtian, therefore not to 


| br paid any longer , which you call a falſe opivion, and would 


make it appear by this argument of yours, viz. That which owy 
8 avieur enjoyned is not antichritian , but owr Saviour enjoyned 
zyrber, Luke 11.42, Te tythe Mint, Rue, and all manner of herbs, 
and paſſe over indgment aud the love of God; theſe onght ye to 
have done ; that 1s, ſay you, ye owght to pay tythes, therfore they 
ave not antichriſtian. 

We deſire that you will again confider this Scripture,both 
the perſon ſpeaking, and the perſons ſpoken unto; here is - 
Chrilt by way of reprchenſion reproving the Phariſces for 
their formalicy, and pretending to make conſcience of the 
ſmalleſt matters, when che chiefeſt and weighrieſt things of 
the Law were neglefted by them ; Foe ro you Phariſees, for ye 
t9tbe mint, cr. And we know that the Phariſees were * wile 
and/unbelievers, therefore as yet not freed from the Ceremo» 
niail Law, Therefore it was a Law to them, and requiſite for 


thern to fulfil}, but we hope you will age attic, that this 
B 2 was 


6 
wasChriſts InjunQion to the FR to thoſe that believe 
that Chriſt is come in the fleſh; for the ApoRtle faid , that 
+ whoſocyer was circumciſed; was bound to keep the Law; and 
even ſo denies that Chriſt is come in the fleſh. 

Therefore if Tythes be alſo a ceremoniall right or precept, 
it holds forth(aswas ſaid before)that the thing ſignified being 
come,the ſign is ended. For Circumciſion and Tythes waſhing, 
' and purifyings are held out by the Holy Ghoſt in the 9. of the 
Heb. 10. v.to centinue bur to the time of reformation; ther- 
fore we deny poſitively that Tyrhes were by Chriſt enjoyned 
to believers; and then if you have no ſtropg-r argument to 
prove that Tythe is the Injuncion of Chrift , either by pre« 
cept or example from him, or from the Apoſtles for believers 
to obſerve, we cannot be evinced by that which you inferre 
from that in the ix, of Lake 42.v. 

Then of neceſſity the objeRion ſtands firm, and not yet 0s 
yerthrown, or proved a falfe opinion, to, wit , that to pay 
Tythes] to Miniſters of the Goſpell is Anti-chriſtian ; fox 
what is not for, or with ChriR, is againſt Chriſt ; bur to pay, 
Tythes, is not for, or with Chriſt : Ergo Aanti-chriſtian, 

P. Again,whereas you proceed in your anſwerto the ſecond 
objeAMion ; bat we do wot come to hear bim, why then ſhould ws 
pay him, fince we bave no benefit by bis Afinittery > Your an» 
ſwer is, If thow live in 4 Pariſh where a godly Minifter is ſeated, 
thou art bound to hear bim, for he worketh the work of the Lord, 
4: well as thoſe of greater parts, 1 Cor. 16. 10. Ff thow doe net 
hear bim , noy pay hins, thow addeft ſin to fin; firſt it is @ ſin ts 
Withdraw thy wy bros and then it is another , yea a greater, ts 
Withdy aw his maintenance. 

Now you go about; firſt, to infinuate not only the lawful- 
neſſe of your own calling to be a Miniſter of the Goſpel truly 
called.&c.by the gifts and parts which God hath cadued men' 
withall, 

Bur ſecondly, you lay alſo an InjunRion upon all in the 
Pariſh wherein you are ſeated, to come and hear you, by the 
charge you lay of committing two ſins, the withdrawing the 
preſence, and the withdrawing your maintenance. | 

But for the firſt argument, we conceive , that as you have 
nop 


am_— 
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not brought any proof of K-28 to prove your calling to 
be a true Miniſter of the Goſpcll; therefore we ſhall nor 
need to raiſe any argument co diſprove you, but ſhall remain 
defirous df ſome ſatisfaRion in that particular ; for though 
gifts anSparts are eſſcntiallco a Miniſter of che Gofpell, yet 
that is but one part of hiscalling; itis requiſite that he be | 
choſen and ordained by a true Church; for that Scripture | - 
which you have brought in the (orinths concerning Timothy 
doth in no wiſe prove you © be ſo; then, if no true Minilter, 
the force of that argument mult fall to the ground. 
Secondly, We multthen be art. lofſe in our anſwer to ths 
inference which you draw, that living i» 4 Pariſh, we ought to 
come and bear; but the Spouſe of Jetus Chriſt, in the firit of 
the Caxticles, doth inquire for Chrill's aboad and reſidence, 
which is,to the flocks of bis companions, &cxcept you can prove 
that a Pariſh is a erue church, your argument-1s of no force 
| todraw any to the place of the aflembling, for where there is - 
} us Law, there is no fn; but you have charged lin, where you 
[ can ſhew nv Inſtitution ; pray, why do not you preach this 
to be a in, to thoſe which live in Parifhes far. diltant from 
ou, and yet cometo hearyou , where ( for ought you can 
judge) are godly Miniſters, and yet they leaye their owne 
Pariſh, and goto hear ſome in one Pariſh, and ſome in ano- 
ther? Again, how can that be charged as fin, for wort commu 
10 bear in the Pariſh wherein they live? when, as in the firl 
place,their tender conſciences eannot cat or drink with thoſe 
that are not as yet ſeparated, and come out ef the world, and 
joyned in a church fellowſhip; and therefore where there is 
no Union there can be no Communion. Secondly, though 
they may live in your Pariſh, yet the aflembly wheteof they 
are members, meet two or three Pariſhes off, and in the rule 
of equity how can you judge theſe ſinners, that goe out of 
our Partſh co heare for their farther edification and growth 
in the knowiedge of Chriſt, in obediedce to the rule of the 
Apoltle,nor forlaking the aſſembling themſclyes together,as 
the manner of ſome is ;-but with whom ? with the Church Heb. re. 
where Chriſt hath promiſed his preſence , as that, where 2wo or *5: 
three are gathered together in his Namehhe wil be in the mid#?t of 
them; 


2 Cor. 6. 
I7. 
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them; but mind, we pray yo ic mult be in his Name, that is, 
according to his example in. the order of the Goſpell, not 
with Babylon, whick fignifies [a confuſion of mixtwre ] from 
whence the people of God are to come out. Again, If Chrifts 
preſence be with his people ſo met together, then where 
ſhould they go but there? and our of ſuch a people are Pa- 
{tors and Teachers to be choſen , who have the teachings of 
the Spirit of God, accompanied with the knowledge of the 
word of God, which is able to make the ma, of God perfetFF, 
thoroughly furniſhed wnto all good works.2 Tim.;.17, Theſe are 
thoſe Shepheards thar come 1n at the righre door, ſpoken of in 
the tenth of John, whoſe voice,thoſewhich are ſheep, wil hear, 
bur thoſe which are thieves, and, robbers, or ſtrangers, which 
come in by other wayes, theſe chey will not heare, But yon 
lay, where a godly Miniſter is ſeated, thire we onght to heare: 
Buc pray tell us, whether God and Belieit can hve together, 
how came you by that Miniſteriall Office ? had it nor irs riſe 
from the Biſhops and Prelates, and they their riſe from the 
Pope? and though you have put on a faire glofle, and affu- 
med to your ſelves of late the name of Preshyters, have you 
yet openly denied the other, ſo as to have diſfclaimed that 
Ocdination by which you ſtand? is not the ſame language of 
the Beaſt ſounded forth from your mouths,as proceeded from 
the mouth of the firſt Beaft ? did you not ſhew your ſelves 
bitter againſtchoſe that could nor ſubmit to what you had a- 
arecd upon in the Claſſicall Aembly? and when you had the 
power in-your hands, did you not vex,-moleft, and impriſon 
the Sgints of God? and how far mighc your blind zeale have 
cranſpyrred you, had you not been ſtrucken down by a migh- 
ty hand? but blefied be God, the great Reformer, whole dt- 
re&ion is far betrer, and gives more light into his will , then 
all the Presbytcrian Diretory could do; therefore ſexd ns 
not, we beſeech you, to the DireFory, but ro the word of God; 
but however we are by you judged or cenſured for not com- 
ing to hear you, yet you will not judge them that come a 
mile Jr two to hear you, ſooth them up in their igno- 

bance. 
Again, you make the forbearance of paying you Tythes, 
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tobe a greater ſiune, then the not hearing of the Word of 
God. P 

Weeven bluſh tothear you; but It is true, coverouſneſle 
will Rreech the judgement _ times to great and large fins, 
as well of Error , as of PraQtife ; had yon not by your pa- 
perdiſcovered ſo much groſſe, and almoſt unparallel'd and 
abſurd hypocriſte, which makes us eventremble to read it, we , 
ſhould nor have bene ſo preſſed in our Spirit to enter upon 
theſe replics; and we hope the Lord in his time, ( as he bath ) 
ſo he will more diſcover the hypocriſie of your bitter hearts 


. againſt thoſe cender conſciences that co yeeld obedi- 


ence to that Law,as yet not taken away by the power now tn 
being ; buc we hope the Lurd will give them eyes $0 ſee the 
great oppicſfion that lycth upon the Nation in that particu- 
lac, But to procced, pray cunſider what you have affirmed, 
to make the non- pay ment of Tythes a greater fin, then the not 
hearing the Word of God. Conſider (we pray) the effects of 
hearing che word of God, is it not the meanes by which Faith 
is b-goreen inthe heart, (as ſaith the Apoſtle in the 10, of the 
Rom. 14.) and whereby knowledge is encreaſed, eſpecially, 
when thoſe declare it that are the true diſpenſators of the 


. Word of God; and certainly if your love were more for the 


gaining of poor ſouls, then it is unto money , which is the , | 
ro a}l evill, you would be of another mind, and follow Ads 10, 
eh example of the * Apoſticf Pax, which would rather 75 = F 
work with his hands then bc chargeable ro the Charches; and 18. 

if your tongues were touched with a coal from Gods Altar, t #» 

as was Jſayas , the Prophets, your would then be of a- ono 
nother mind; but" the Lord open your eyes, that if by {;/,.;,, 
any meanes you may fee the hardrefle: of your hearts, the ful/!- 
But we have learned better of our Spviour Jeſus Chriſt, then ling ej :5e 
to be of your judgment 11 that particular, What mainte- Comm# J- 
nance is it that you mean ? is it Tyrhes? that 1s cleare to be yo __ 
the wages of the Prieſt that ſeryed at the Altar ; But that hath 14, x0. 
been handled already : and now we are not to look back to 8,g.u1/?. 
the Law for our rule , nor to the Direftory made by your Al- Fregh ys 
ſembly ; For if an Angell from heayen were to declare us a- "© 


ny other rule, then the doAtrine which our Lord and Saviour freely tive 
| hat 
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hath taught us, we are commanded to eſchew it, &c, But 
tythes are at the inſtitution of Chriſt (as you falſly affirm) 
for believers to obſerve, therefore no fin : but to heare, is the 
command of God ; AMatth. 17.5. This is my beloved Son, hear 
him. Therefore not to hear, is a great fin, and we hope any 
judicious man which is of your own judgment, will ſay & 
greater, then the non-payment of tythes, - 

Bur for the third Objeion which you have anſwered,viz. 
But the CMinifter will not give ws our due in the Sacrament of 
the Lords Snpper ; therfore we may inſtly deny hims his ane. 

This indeed may by ſome of your Pariſhioners be objeted, 
who out of blind zeal may ſuppoſe they have a right to that 
Goſpel-Ordinance , when they have not ; and where it is 
not to be had : And whereas you bring that Scripture, I Cor, 
14.40. Let all things be done decently and in order; you may 
know there the Apoltle ſpeaks of prophecymy one by one , and 
therein order and decency ought to be obſerved, yet not re- 
ſtraining the liberty of any from ſpeaking, but being a mem- 
ber of a'truc Church, and gifted by the Spirit of God, he 
may ſpeak tocedification. The Apoſtle did net monopolize the 
work of the — ;, bur exhorted all che Church v@-comer 

elic, and ſaith, Te may all prophefie one by one; 
and Moſes wiſhed all the Lords people were Prophets : But to 


Numb. :: come to your anſwer,ſecing this Scripture makes not for your 


39. 


purpoſe in that particular, whereas you hold forth to the eys 
of the world, that you would d> nothing but what may 

according to the order of the Goſpel. We (ſhould have liked 
your argument well, if you would have declared an order 
from the Goſpell for tythes : bur if you cannot prove from 
the Goſpel your praRiſe, you will (like thoſe who are ready 
to ſink) catch hold of « ſtraw to keep your head above water; 
you will run to the lawes of man, ſo from humane precepts 
infer Goſpel-inſtitutions: So you bring the vindication of 
the Presbyterian Government as undeniable, to prove your 
examining of perſons: But what rule have you from the 
Goſpel for thisyour praftice, that we muſt ſearch mens 
works and leave the Word of God, which is the onely means 
of ſalvation. Our Saviour fends the Jews to ſearch the Scri- 
ptwres; 
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pt#r+5,not any learned Father , or Treatiſe made by Synods.” 
The Bereans would not receive the dodrines, or teachings of 
the Apoſtles,before they had ſearched'in the Word of God, 
to know whether thoſe thirgs were ſo or no,fog which they were 
called wore noble then thoſe of Theſovit? but as 'it hath 
been held forth by the Sre of Rowe; that Ignorance is the Aſo- 
ther of Devon? See if you can perſwade men to belicve the 
worſhip you hold forth, as co pay Tythes, and cometo be ex- 
amined by a few ignorant men, ( (#ch who are choſes many 
tiwes for yowr Elders) who have moreneed of examination 
themſelves oftentimes, then many poor ſouls, which you de- 
bar from that, which you call the Supper of the Lord. | 

Again, we wonder you are not ed to charge us with ' 
ſcandalous ſins, as to tearm us Thieves and Robbers , and that 
of God ; but we hope your Kingdome is falling, and now ſee- 
ing yourtime is ſhort , you begin to rage with open mouth, 
yet all you can ſay will not adde one day to your continuati- 
on, pou have not intheleaſt proved your ſelves Gods Mini. 
ſters, neithe r bave yan proved acommand from God to pay 
Tythes, how then can you cal us robbers; you learn not theſe 


of the Goſpell, and thirfted more after the gaining of poore 
ſouls to the knowledge of the eruth, then alter their moacys 
or inheritance: it was not Tythes, or great living that © 

ed their mouths , but love to the promulgation of the Gaſs 
pell of Jeſus Chiiſt , wheres there chat love in any of you, 
that will sather leave whole Pariſhes defticute of meanes, we 
mean of that which you call hbouring in the Goſpell) and 
ſeek for greater livings? Is this the right doore by which & 
truc Paſtor oughe to come into the fheepfold ? but you are 
ratther indeed right thieves and robbors, which rob not onely 
God of his glory , by attributing to your ſelves the Prieft- 
hood, but you alſo rob the people; Firſt, -of their ſouls bene 
fir, which they might receive from a true Miniſter : Secondly, 
of their moneys, to which you have no right by the Law -of 
God. How many poor men are there in'this Nation , «that 


groan under the great bondage of Tythes , who have not to 


much as wil maipcain theig own _ wh chew pong gone 
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and induſtry,and yori wfl we e tythe of all their labour 
the whole yearc, and alſo of rhe fruit thereof, think you not 
- thatthe cry ofthis oppreſſing fin doth cry for yengeance; 
and cert3iply.the avenger of bloud will in his.-time avenge 
| their caaſe ; ap@when chat falſe Fropher ſpakep of Rev. 19: | 
20. is taken, hedhall with all his falfe Teachers 'be' judged; 
and think you, that then the Ty7the-hanters (Hall eſcape? what 
are their deſerts we dare nat judge, though you are-ſo raſh as * 
to judge poor tender conſciences to hell fire. Further | 
praceed to the third reaſon, and to.cxamine what weight E 
thew of truth is in it, for the former; he that hath but an eye 
of reaſon may diſcerne, that coyctouſnefſe hath ſo choaked 
=_ of your judgemeut , that truth cannot be received by 
them, i 
Your third reaſo, 7: is 4 complicated fin, wherein fraud or 
+ fheating is added to theft, for the Landlord lets his howſe to the 
Tenant upon this accompt, 'namely, that he ſhall pay the dytiesr t6 
the Munuier: 4s for ex agppls, if the bouſe be warth 21.4. per a0» 
cum, the Laudlord lets it for 20.1. perannum, ov parpoſe perhaps 
that the Tenant may pay 20. 5. tothe Minifter per annum , the 
Tenant wotwithſtauding payes vothing, bug keeps it back from the 
Minifter by frand , and petithe Landioxds movey into.bis owe + 
; pocket, here is frand with a Witzeſſe. 

Here take notice how you charge aduplicated fin, we cons 
fefle if you were, as you look upon your ſelves to be, a true 
Feacher or Inſtrufter of a -v— > , it were your duty £0 if 
form them, anddehortthem from any khown ſin, which chey 
live or continue in; bur if the foregoing reaſons, with the Pro» 
poſition, have no force to prove the non-payment of tythes 
ro be 2 finne, then of neceffity this aggravating reaſon, or | 
coneluſion, muſt in like manner fall to the ground. 

For our pazts we are ſo. far from conceiving it a ſinne of 
fach a nature, thar we ſhould ſin iſo faying: Bur to come | 
home to yoar reaſon, tcarming it acbeat, or defrauding, Pray 
what is your intention, in that you ſay they defraud? Firſt yo 
ſay, it is the Landlords money that he puts ip his pocket, thongh is 
was the Landlordrixeention he foould pay the Miniſter his duo > 
Fieſt, this is that which ever before we were ignorant of, ay 
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if it be as you affirm, the Fandlord miſkalſo comply with the 
Parſon; and'ſo are both; as Simeon and Levi, bretbren'in quill; 
and what do youelſe then defraud the poor Tenaiit 7 by en- 
ſaaritg of him to do that which is a direſin agaioſt his light, 
and do (as much as in you lyc) caufe him to deny Chriſt 
rome in the fleſh, in impofing 'upon him a cecemoniall Law, 
which were all one, asif you would teach Circumciſion and 
burnt Offering; bur as the Apoltle demanded in Gal. 3. who 
had bewitched rbems from the love of the tyuth? So may we ſay, 
who hath bewitched you, 0 ye fooliſo Prerbyterian Prieff that 
you are ſo falfen into ſuch a'eontrariety to truth, that is that 
which God hates, for men to haltberween two opinions : If 
the worſhip of Chriſt be to be obſerved? if he be Lord of all, 
lerhim be Lord? bur if the ceremonial] kaw be that which is 
wow our rule; then let us have Priefts, and Levites, and barne 
Offerings, and Sacrifices: are theſe the Reformers of Religi- 
on, that ſeckby their Direfory to delude the Nation, and 
bring them into a greater bondage then ever the Ifſraclites 
were? That after the profeMion of the glorious Goſpell of 
Jeſus Chriſt, (which makes men Chriſts free men) to be inſla- 
ved again into bondape, and moreover to'cna@ Lawes, Infti» ' 
eurions and Ordinances of men, to inforce the conſciences of 
men; and if that will not do, to ſet Promweteys on their backs, 
and to impvifon men, and ſeize on their goods, and rake them 
by forcez is not this rhefr and defrauding ( as we may fay } 
with aWitneſſe ? Bur we hope thoſe that are entruſted with 
Englands Liberty, will ſhortly ſee and take notice of this 
great bondage of the Commons, we meanthe poor country 
pevple, who have ſo much ſuffered in this. behalfe, and yer 
have had no redrefſe, and alfo the inſulting cruelty of 
thoſe bloudy Prieſts or Presbyrters, that(like Aferoz) came not 
enr'to help the Lord againſt the mighty ; but when they did ſee 
their Dagon was like to fall, rogether with Reg all Dig- 
nity, laid all their heads together to uphold that power, 
which the Lord had determined to. overthrow ; and whileſt 
they'were ſen co be fighters dgainft God, hetook of their 
Chariot wheels that they:drove heavily ,” and were over- 
thrown, as Pharoah and his Hoſt ng, the Tord falfer chem 
2 a 
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2 litrle while, if by any means they wovld ſce the deceipt ang 
kypocrife of their hearts; and if this writing will not work 
its kindly effes, then let-them take heed-of the woe that is 
coming forth againſt them, and that this laſt ſnare prove not 
2a.greater overthrow to their Kingdome then the firſt : This 
one thing we heartily deſire, that God would pleaſe to ler 
chem ſee this the errour of their hearts, before the great judg- 
menrr fall down upon them : but we ſhall leave, and come 
to the fourth reaſon you give. | 

7tisaſin whereby godly CMinifers are diſcouraged in theiv 
work, their bands wearxed, and their Spirits broken, ſo that they 
cannot go onin their CMiniftery with joy, but wah grief. This ig 
direfily contrary to that godly Krng Hezckiah, whoſe example is 
written for our learning, Rom. 15. 4. for it 5s teſtified of kim, 
2 Cron.31.4. that he commanded the people that dwelt in Hiern» 
ſalew , to give the portion of the Priefts, and the Levites, 
that they mught be inconraged in the Law of the Lord, 

Here the world may take notice of your zeal in the publi- 
cation of the Goſpell, whether it be not covetouſneſſe rhar 
ſteers you in all your proceedings, you cannot forget the 
Garlick and Onyons, which was the food of the children of 
Iſracl, which made them grumble and mnraure againſt God, 
and againſt Xfoſes, by which their hearts were enfeebled; and 
it is now, the great diſeaſe moſt of you are troubled withall, 
asthe French ſaying is, ( fawlt d' eArgent, wang of money.) 
Now your great benefices are taken away, by-which many of 
your Lords waxed wanton. | X 

Now the great complaint is, wank of maintenance, and 
therefore you cry out, The work of the Lord goeth ſlowly on:buy 
we hope by this time you will be aſhamed to afſume ro your 
ſelves the names of Pricſs and Levites, bur by the inferences 
you draw, you make people believe no lefle, by reaſon that 
all the refuge you haveto fly unto for the. maintenance of 
tythes is tothe ceremoniall Law , as in that place noted by 
you, 2 Chron. 31, 4. The cxhortation of the King Hezekgab 
cothe people , zo give the portion tothe Priefs and Levites to 
encourage them : Firſt, conſider, as we have before declared , 
that chis portion. was theit wages for their work, but it is ov 
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therwiſe with Goſpel! Miniſters ; what wages had the 
Diſciples, when they were ſent from Chriſt to declare the 
grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt? what was there any condition 
made for wages or hire ? fob» 10. The Hireling is no good 
Shepheard, as by fad experience hath been found in all that are 
called Chriſtian Nations, & how came they in,bur over hedges 
and by-wayes, and inſtead .of laying down their lives for the 
fecep, they bave devoured them: But you will ſay , the Labow- 
rer is worthy of his hire? pray what did the Diſciples want , 
when they returned? could not the Goſpell yeeld its en- 
creaſe, as well in the gaining ſoules ro God, as alſoin the 
maintenance of them that work in the harveſt? therefore you 
have no warrant to uſe unlawfall means to come by mainte- 
nance, as tythes, which is: altogether wnlawfull and eAnti- 
1s a and that which doth .cxringuiſh the light of the 
Goſpell. 


Apain, this your argument muſt of m__ onvaile mucty 
of the falſcneſſe of the hearts of thoſe niters , that make 
the non-payment of rythy to be the alone wheel that moves 
their Zeal for the publication of the Goſpell, and the bloud 
that moves in the veins, by which they are made ſtrong in the 


* work of the Miniſtery; for by withholding of tythes they are 


weakned in the work, and their ſpirics cannot aQ, and ſo are 
become dumb; theſe are ſad foul-Phyſitians, that though the 
poor ſouls are like to famiſh for want of ſpirituall food, they 
may famiſh and periſh if they have not wherewithall to give 
them the tythes they demand , like ſome Phyfitians, whick - 
will have their money in hand, though in the meane time the 
Patient is like to periſh for want of their help: Buc you ſay- 
they are diſcouraged by want of tythes, which is their main. - 
tenanee ; ſurely well they may, when as they ſhall ſeek their» 
maintenauce in an unwarrantable way , hayving.no Goſpel! 
ept forit: Nor doe we judge that there is any cauſe of 
iſcouragement , or rather that they ſhould complaine that ' 
they are diſcouraged for not being maintained by an errour, 
and ſuch an crrour, as even amountsto herefic it ſelfe , for 
what greater herefie can there be, then to deny Chriſt come 
inet? bu the infocing of Cirenmiſion, Tycker with 
, [4 
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the ſervices and rights of the Leviticall Law, doth extend tv 
far as to the denying Chrilts coming in the fleſh ; therefore 


' pray do not-think to draw us ever. a whit the more to be of 


your opinion in that particvlar of tythes, or the lawfullneſſe 
of it, becauſe the non-payment thereof is a diſcouragement. 
ro your preaching,” or a weakning to your ſpirits ; we conld 
wih that this diſcouragement would work your hearts into 
an humble frame, ortemper, then you would. not cry ſo 
outragiouſly againſt the Saints and ſervants of God, which 
are ſo. kept by his power, as.not to ſubmit to your wayes and 
worſhip for not paying of tythes : Iris not Hezekiahs com- 
mand, as you infer,to the people that were under the Leviti- 
call Law, that can be any example for oor praiſe of paying 
of tythes for you r encouragement : And concernivg the Ja- 
ſtice of God, whercas you tay, It is juſt with God to with- 
draw his bleſſing, by reaſon we cannot pay tythes for: your 
rRalRtENnAance; 
We may jultly ſay'it is jaſt with God to draw his bleſſing 
from your endeavours, and:that upag good ground, by rea- 
ſon that,you go dh inan tliegill way, concrary to precept 
orexample to urge that as yourduc; which never was, and to 
preſſe ic fo hard on the conſciences of any, ſo that you have 
intrapped multitudes into your ſnares and gins : but this be 
ſure, that inſtead-of a bleſſing you ſpeak of, you may fearthe”® 
contrary,lealt that the curſe of God will l:ghr upon you, and 
all your proceedings, that feek to dRhrone the Lord: Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to ſet up your own power, and to nullifie his 
Lawes, and to ena the Law of Aoſes, or rather the Law: of 
mez ; but as the foundation of that Law is ſandy, having-no 
m$&re weight but antient cuftome, as you falſely aſſume , tirze 
ont of mind, {© the fall of it will be great, when your fins are 
ripened, ard the time is come of your downfall , and-then 
your griefe will be more and more encreaſed. But now we 
ſhall proeced to your fifth reaſon, to examine what weight 
that hath whereby to work forth our conſciences to this point: 
of yours, concerning the payment of tyrhes to. Miniſters of the 
Goſpeld, - | , 
Real.1t 51 4 fin(ſay you) wherein,and whereby the deſrander robs 
bit 
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be obedient ro the Amtbority in being ; but tythes was a ceremo- 
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his own foul of that ſpiritnall RAN and advantage, which bt 
wight get by ſuch a Miniftery, for it is juſt with God to ſay to 
ſuch a mean, thow:wihar aweſt maintenance from my ſervant, and 
? will withdraw my bleſſing from my own Ordinance , ſo that the 
word preasbed, by whomſoever it is diſpenſed, ſhall do thee mo good 
at all,bxv rather ir foat bs a ſavory of death to thy own condem- 
_ thy ſoul frail never proſper or thrive by any Sermon thou 
careſt. | 
We admire to ſce or hear from any man ſuch raſh inconſi- 
derate ecnſures, when as our Lord and Maſter Chrift Jeſus 
bath left us ſuch a warning piece in Aſas. 7. Fudge not teaft 
thow beef judged. For matter of fraud or cheating, we think 
We have iufficiently proved the Prieſts, we mean the Prerby- 
terian Prieſts are the greateſt defranders, therefore we ſhall 
not new touch any further upon that, but to ſhew in this 
particular your cunning eautclous wiles, wherein you [ye in 
wait ro deceive. But we are exhorted not Fo-ler any man be- 
guile ws. We hope the Lord will ſtill ſupport us with the af- 
faltance of his Spirit to diſcern all your wiles , and eſpecially 
this of your i#j«»Q5on of Tythes, But you go about to fright 
us wich the juſtice of God, and you meaſure Gods Juſtice, 
which is an attribuce in himſelt ( unchangeable ) by the Ju» 
Rice of men, who are muteble; in this pou ſhew a great pre- 
ſumprtionto meddle with GodsJuſtice,but inthis you are raſh 
and cen(orious, as in all the ref of your reaſons : But for an- 
ſwer, we have already proved, that Tythes are net maintenapee 
for Miniſters nnier the Goſpell , bur were to Prieſts under fhe 
Law ; therefore it woyld be fin to perferm any ualawfof x- 
Qion, for the maintenance of any, though yon yerc 
Goſpel! Miniſters, butto pay Tythes is unlawful! ; There- 
fore no finne to deny, the paying thereof, for the main» 
tenance of Miniſters, for what God hath not commanded, 
if we make it our duty, though commanded by man, 
it is w;l-wor ſvjp, as worſhipping of Angells, &c. (of. 7. 18, 
19. and God may ſay, #ho hath required this at your hands, E- 
fa.i.12. It is not then our pleading, Authority commanded #s,. 
will acquit us at that day, though i» c5vilt attions we owght to 
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ny of the Leviticall Law, as well as Circumeifion , - Which are 


both aboliſhed : therefore how can you expe a bleſſing + 


from God upon. the work of your Miniſtery, - ſo-long as you 
plead forany falſe worſhip ; it is all one as if you pleaded 
for Baal, which was idolatry.; So tythes being that which is 
aboliſhed, is now in oppolitisn to the Goſpel, therefore ido- 
latry and herefie, which is a f highly diſpleaſing to God: and 
for heretiques, we are not ſo much «i to ear withals. Therefore 
yon may not marvell why you are abandoned” by ſo many 
people whoſe conſciences are tender concerning the worſbip 
of God, by reaſon that you do maintain a falle worſhip. But 
concerning Gods bleſſing , which alwayes accompanies his 
own Ordinance, many thouſands of this Nation have had 
great and large experience of: We mean ſuch as are not of 
the Presbyterias Order, but ſuch unto whom God of his infi- 
nite mercy hath made known his. truth, and diſcovered the 
darkneſs of theſe who would be- called Preſbyreriavs , who 
indeed are zealous (many of chem) in their profeſſion ; but 
their zeal is blind in many things, as in this of tythes, whick 
makes them, like Sax/, to breath out. perſecution againſt the 
Saints, to diſquict their peaceable being ; yea they will cake 
hold of the fword of the Magiſtrate to proſecute their de» 
ſignes. But, we-hope, as the Lord hath overthrown their de- 
ſignes againſt the peace of this Commonwealth, ſo he will al- 


ſo in this great deſigne of diſtarbiag the peace of his people. 


of chis Nation, who are indeed the pillars upon which the 
ſafety of the Nation licth, andeake away the pillars, the 
houſe muſt needs fall. Ob, that the Partiament would confidev 
this, and ſtand for the liberty of theſe that bave ſpent theiv 
lives and eſtates for the liberty of this Nation, and that God 
world put it into their hearts to take off all heavy burdens, and 
over this nuſnppertable yoke of tythes from this Nation! 
Againe, we conceive you have ſomwhat inlarged your 
ſelf, 'in ſaying, by whomſoever it is difenſed, the word 5s 
diſpenſed, but ſhall dothee no good at all , but rather @ ſavonr 
of death, cc. You ſeem here by this argument , to reach all 
Miniſters, as well trace as falſe, and ſo long as the people 
abKain from paying tythes to the Paris Prieſt ; beare with 
us, 
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;if the $irle Prieſt be put in,(tor tythes imply, you appro- 
priate Prieſthood tagourſelves) thowgh they dorhear a Mi- 
wer ripbily conſtituted, yet ne benefit ſhall accrue (lay you ) to: 
their ſonles, hut en thecontrapy 4 curſe ,\ this is a very [ad and: 
lamentable condition, that ſuch a poor ſoul (hall be in; 
we mean that ſuch a man ( who thorough tendernefle of con- 
ſcience doth refuſe to pay tythes to the Prieſt that miniſtrech 
in the Pariſh where he lives) ſhall receive no beocfii from 
whomſoever he heareth. 

But'this we abſolutely deny: 'Forficſt of al), if he ſhall re- 

fuſe thorough the tendernefle of his conſcience (deſiring 0n- 
ly to be regulated by the Word) to hear you, he doth well, 
for that which is not of faith, is fin; and a man ought tro be 
perſwaded of what he believes to be true, and conſequently 
be doth fin againithis conſcience, if he hearerh ſuch a one,that 
gocth about to perſwade, or inforce him to do any thing a- 
2-inſt his conſcience, & you teach that to pay tythes is the duty 
of believer x,v01h 7 the Law of God and man,and he believes that 
to pay tyther, is a lin, by reaſon he hath no warrant from the 
Yord for,it being a believer. : 
Secondly, if ſuch perſon (ſhould refrain the heacing of him; 
that declarcth the word or mind of God, as the truth is in 
Chriſt, according to that light which God bath endowed him 
withall, certainly he ſhould finin an high nature, a fin of 0- 
miſſion;and you muſt acknowledge the bleſſing of God doth 
accompany hisowa Ordinance;except youhold thereis no Or- 
dinance of Gud held forch by any but the Prerbyterian Adi- 
»:fters, who preſſe ſo hard for tythes. And thirvly, experi- 
ence witneſleth che contrary, how many thouſand poor ſouls 
have been converted from their naturall eſtate by tne diſpen- 
ſators of the Word, even by thoſe of ſele& Churches, though 
you may term their.converlion ſubyerſion, or deluding , yer 
our experiences witneſle to us the contrary ; therefore the in- 
fercnce you draw mult needs fall to the ground. 

Your ſixth reaſon is, That it 514 ſin that provokes God to 
curſe a mas in bi; outward eftate and trading, 3s you inſtance in 
that of CMai. 3.9. Yearecurſed with acurſe, for ye have 
robbed, &c, ?r 5s wſnall with God to pay ſinners with their owne 
| D 2 
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cop, they rob God in tyther, and God robs them of their trade aud 
livelyboed; they grudge the Miniſters maintenance , and God e* 
wen grudgeth them bread for their families , ſo that they nſnally 
LL 47, as or are ſo much in debt, that they are aſhawed to 
ſhew their faces. 

'  Wehave already proved that the non-payment of tythes 
is no: robbing of God, therefore that place is of no force to 
Prove, that believers yob God by not paying tythes, but on the 
contrary, he that payeth tythes doth rob God, by reaſon in 
that aRt:on he doth abet unto the unlawfulneſſe of their 
praGiſe who uphcld the Prieſthood of Aaron to be ſtill in be- 
ing, whenas we own no other Pricſthood chen Chriſt Jeſus, 
thac Prerogative alone belongerhto him, then there is no 
curſe, but racher a bleſſing , by diſo vning the unlawfull pra- 
Rife of paying tyches, and conſequently they are blefſed in 
their rrading, 

But whereas you ſay, they grudge the Miniſter; mainte« 
nance, we believe nonethar have learned the leffon of the A- 


poltle, thee they which preach the goſpel, ſhall live of the goſpel, * 


and that thoſe which freely ſow in ſpiritnalls, ſhould reap of car- 
walls, (hould grudge a true Miniſter of the Goſpel mainte- 
nance, therefore your charge is too large in that particular 
alſo; we grudge no mans maintenance; muck lefle ſuch: as 1a- 
bour in the word and doctrine, and in charity, we judge, that 
none of the people of God are ſo hard hearted; therefore 
your conſ, quence which you raiſe, muſt needs fall ; That chas 
5s the reaſon ſo many turn B ankgrupts and run-in debt , &c. It 
were a hard matterto prove that God pays men in their own 
coyn, in this life, for generally the wicked and ungodly and 
covctous of this world do thrive, and grow rich,and encreafe 
in worldly goods; but on the contrary, many that are ſincere 


Iſraelites, as Nathanaect, doe live but: meancly in this 


world. 
But we ſhall progeed to: the ſeventh reaſon, in your 
paper. | 
jtisa fin againſt the Goſpel, beganſe it hinders the pragreſſ 
and ſncceſſe of it, for ſuch men do as much a1 in them lies , ex« 
gfe 1hed.ght, by taking away the Ole that feeds it; Ft 52 0b- 
. ſerved 
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ſerved by that excellent book, Uindication Precb. Gov. page 91. 
Tat Julian the Apoſtate, that [emer Chrift and bis + 


Goſpel, did by taking away tythes do more mifghiefe to the church 
of God, then all the perſeeuting Emperors that -wers before him ; 

or the perſcentors took away only the Minifters, and( their blewd 
was the ſeed of the church) but taking away tythes, took, away the 
Minifter bimſclf. 

In this reaſon of yours you have made ont to the world, 
that the non-paymeot of tythes is a fin againit the Goſpel, 
therefore becauſe you make it out a fin of ſo high a nature, 
we (hall anſwer your reaſon in the ſeverall parts thereof, and 
anatomize it in the ſeverall members thereof. 

Firſt, that which is a fin againſt the Goſpel, muſt be a breach 
of ſome known inſtirution of Jeſus Chriſt, either in precepr, 
or example , but tythes were never an inſtitution of Jeſus 
Chriſt for believers co obſerve, therefore no fin againſt the 
Goſpel, though you ſay that place in Zuke 11. 42. proves 
tythes to be an injunRiou of Chriſt: That place of Scripture, 
as beforc is inſerted, fully importeth Chriſts reprekenſion of 
the Phariſces for being ſtriRt in rhe obſerving of trivial things, 
and leaving the weightier, as [' of judgement, and the love of 
God. ] Now from this place you can prove tythes no more 
the duty of believers, then the former offices of the Law, as 
Sacrifices and Offerings for ſin by them which were Levites , 
and ſcrved in the Temple and Tabernacle, which are all put 
£0 an end by the Sacrifice of Chriſt Jeſus, Heb. 9+ 11. and the 
10.6.9, 10,11, 12, V, 

Bur tythes, as was well obſeryed by a brother in the Gob 
pell.in certain replies heretofore ſet forth by him, are not 
morall and p<rpetuall, and now under the Goſpell to be 
paid or taken, for theſe reaſons, 

Firſt, becauſe ic calls for che ſetting up of che Jewiſh Tem- 
ple, cabernacleyand altar, &c, 

Secondly, becauſe ic cal's for the Prieſthood of Aaron and 
the Levices in their former office to ſerve. 

Thirdly,becaufe it layes a yoke of bondage upon him that 
pays his tyches, and upon him that takes tythes, which the 
Goſpell ſets at libesty; and how _ any man charge that p 
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be a fin apainft the Goſpell, _ we ſtavd faft tothe liberty 
wherewith Chrift hath made us free,G al. 5.1. v. Therefore itis 
yur grofle erronious opinion tocharge the non-payment of 
tythes to Goſpel Miniſters t& be a fin, yea and a Goſpel ſi»; yes” 
we nope this your raſh cenſure ſhall not bewrre2 ws to 
withdraw from thelove of the truth, or to obſerve Leviticall 
ceremonies for Goipel Ordinances , therefore the non- pay- 
ment of tythes is no Goſpel ſon, 

Secondly. neither doth the non- pryment of tythes hinder 
the progr. ſle &f the Goſpel, by reaion thar the Goſp: | 1s not 
furthered in its progrefl: by any unlawfull practiſe, as hath 
been ſufhciently proved ; therefore no let or hinderance, 
but rather the contrary; for the obſervation of any Leyitieal 
ceremony doth « xtinguiſh the lighe of the Goſpel,and ſo con» 
ſecuently it doth hinder the progrefle thereof. And here pray 
rake notice of your abſurdity in this particular, as if tythes 
were that which would be any furtherarce to the progreſle 
of the Goſpel; we confefle it may be a hinderatice of your pro- 
#reſſe in your Ainsftery, and of the ſucceſſe thereof , but no 
hin:derarce cf thoſe that aretrue Goſpel Miniſters, neither of 
the ſuccefſe of it. | 

Again , have you any ground for this reaſon from any of 
the Apoſtles? When wasthe Goſpel fo free in its progreſle 
as in the Apoſtles time, who taught us, that the Ceremoniall - 
Law was aboliſhed, and tythes being part of the Ceremonial 
Law, if that comes in being again , it mult needs hinder the 
ſucceflc and progrefle of the Goſpel: Therefore of neceſſity 
that part of your reaſon muſt needs fall co the ground, ha- 
ving not ſo much as the face of truth ro uphold it, 

Thirdly, In that you ſay, ſuch men do, as much & in they 
lies, extinguiſh the light, by taking away the ole that feeds ut. 

Here we do alſo admire at the weakneſs of your argument, 
to make tythes 10 be the oyle, that gives light to the Goſpel ; But 
to theficſt we anſwer, on the concrary, that ſuch men do as 
much as in them lies, diſcovei the true Goſpel-light from 
that darkneſs and obſcurity which tythes would ſhadow the 
light of the Goſpel with3ll, by unyailing it from that, which 
> Chriſt hath put an end unto, we mean. all ceremoniall Rights, 
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&c, But pray what light is ic 3] mean? Is it the light of 
your underſtanding (which in chis particular is already dar- 
kened, thcrfore cannor be extinguiſhed ) or the light of the 
Goſpcl, which is the light of truth? but by your foregoing 
reaſon, we conceive rather che later; if chen, obſerve that ie | 
3s by this light our cye* are in{tghtenes, to diſcover the dark- 
nefs of this opinion, that, The non-payment of ty7hes doth ex- 
tinguiſh the light of the Goſpel. 

Fourthly, whereas your inference is, that it takes away the 
ofle thar feedethit ; we anſwer. do you count tythes, orthe 
payment thereof the ole that feeds the light of the Goſpel? 
Pray, was that the oyle che fool (h virgins lacked, fo that 
their lamps went out? We think rather it is the Spirit of God, 
which giveth light ro the <-oſpe 1, and this lieth beyond the 
reach of any man to rake away; We read of many oyles in 
Scripture, as the annointing oyle, &c, and the oyle wherewith 
Chrilt was annoynred, even the ozle of gladneſſe above bu fel- 
lowes; but we never yet read char tythes were called by the 
name of ole, nay ſuch ole, as feeds the light of the Goſpel. 
Pray when was the light of the Guſpel more darkened, then 
when the Biſhops of our later day « had ſo many ſpiritual 
livings, or eycbe ele, as you call it? Did that oyle which they | 
had in ſuch abundance add ar.ything to the light of the Goſ- 


-.pel? Nay rather, did it not ſuffcate it? So now may we 


truly ſay of 'you that are Prieſts of rythes, by impoſing or re- 
ceiving of tythes, ye do (as much as in you lics) take away 
the true ole thar feeds this light, by reaſon that you do not 
diſcover che ſpiritvall ſenſe and meaning of the Goſpel, but 
cloud the glorious light of it, by re-edifying of the Leviticall 
ceremony of Tythes. 

Bue we ſhall take a view of that {aying of yours concern- 
ing Julian the Apotate, who (by your aftirmation) dia more 
bar by taking away tythes, then the perſecuting Emperors did by 
taking away of the Minifters, If you have no ſtronger argu- 
ment to prove his Apoſtalie then the bare taking away of 
tythes ,%he cannot in that be proved an Apoſltate : but if he 
did this ation from a right principle,he was more a friend ro 


the profeſſion of the Golpeh then an enemy : and we _ 
| an 
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-xnd heartily wub, that the La ens of this Commenwealth 


NR, 


_ contrary, doth further it: For , if the intruding enemies of * 
the Goſpel, we mean thoſe falſe reachers ſpoken of by the A- { 


- God raiſed up that good King Foſiah, who pulled them down 


would unburthen this Nation from this ſuperſtitious ceremo- 
ny of tythes. O that the profit, which the firſt fruits and 
tyrhes do yeeld were not ſo much eſteemed by them, as to 
make'it an hinderance of their proceedings in this partitular! 
Ir is very obſervable that many of the Kings of Iſrael did that 
which was right in the ſight of the Loyd; yet this is charged 
upon them , that the hrgb places were not taken down , untill 


co the ground, and burned the bones of them that offered ſa» 
crifices 0n them : but we hope there are many amonglt our 
Worthies, we mean thoſe of the Parliament and Army,whom 
God in his cime will make like unto Jofiah, who (hall root up 
thisgrand idol of imwpoſerion of rythes, which ſo blaſphemoully 
is called the ozle that feeds the light of the Gefpel, Therfore we 
hope by this time you may ſee clearly, that che non-payment of 
tythes doth not hinder the. progreſſe of the Goſpel ; but on the 


poſtle, Galar.3. did bewitch them from the love of the truth, by 
urging of Circumciſion, and the obſervation of the Ceremo- 
niall Law (which made the Apoſtle fear, he had labowred in 
©4in, foraſmuch as Chrift was not yet formed in them) then cer- 
cainly the urging of the neceflity of paying ryches, doth hin- 
der the free progrefle of the Goſpel, and eclipſe the light of 
it, and keeps a poor foul under that Schoo/maſter which was to 
bring ns to Chrif ; but now Chriſt is revealed, he is the end of 
the law for righ:eouſneſſe to eviry one that believerh, and conſe» 
quertly no longer need of that ro be our Schoolmaſter, | 
Bur in your laſt Reaſon your cry may well be called ontra- 
gious, as if you were bereft of your ſenſes, It i a ſin that will 


wot he pardoned mpon repentance, unle(ſe there be a reſtitution as | 
q 


well as repentance; according to that of Auguſtine , Non remit. 
titua peccatum, niſi reſtituatur ablatum : Thy ſin ſhall net be © 


pardoned , unleſſe that which thox with- holaeft nnjuftly be re- 
ſtored. ; 


We know our Saviour faith, that all ſo» avd blaſphemsy ſhall | 


br forgiven unto men ſave the blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
and 
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and ſuch a one certainly that RIA that unpardonable ſin, 
hath his heart ſhut up from repentance; and a fin committed 
againſt God is of a higher nature then any fin againſt man, 
bur in all ct .t -ou have ſaid, you cannot prove the non-pay- 
ment of ty, e co be a ſin, but on the contrary, we have pro- 
ved it to be a un to pay tythes,and conſequently the non-pay- 
ment of tythes cannot lay any ſuch burthen upon the con(ci-- 
ence of any man, as to make your reaſon in this particular of 
any force ; but you ay well be compared to the Scribes and 
Phariſces,which laid heavy burthens upop mens ſhoulders,and, 
would not feel the weight of them chemſelves. Again, jf 
this your Argument (hould ſtand, rhat any man hath unjuſtly 
with-holden your right or due,we hope you will grant, that 
many times Go. gives a man an heart co repent when he hath 
not wherewithall ro make reſtitution, Bur we never read of 
any ſin to be unpardonable, except it was the (in againſt the 
Holy Ghoſt, but the non-pryment of tythes caunot be proved 
a fin, much |cfc of that nature. Then on the contrary, if (as 
hath been ſufficiently proved) that. to demand xgythes under 
the diſpenſation of the Goſpel by any thae are Goſpel-Mini- 
ſers,or prerend ſo to be; is a fin againſt the Goſpel,for tz thes 
were never injoyned by our Saviour for believers to obſerve, 
and to preſume to make an injunRion for any duty , where 
there is no precept nor example,is highly diſpleaſing to God,and 
comes under the reprehention of the Holy Ghoſt in che laſt 
of the Revelation, he that addeth to the words of this book, &c. 
Therfore it bchoveth you that ſtand ſo mach for rythes, to 
examine well and ſeriouſly your own hearts, and repent of 
this your evill practice, Ic{t the ſin you charge upon others be 


not one day laid to your charge. ; 

But the lajt refuge you have is this , that it is « fin will cry for ven- 
geance, when the ſinner on his death-bed is crying for mercy, 4s appcars by 
that remarkable 5 cripture, Fames.5.3. 

Now if the hire. of tbe labourers in mans vinejard 'kepr back by 
fraud cryeth, bow dreadfull will the cyy be of the bire of Gods labourers 


inGods Vineyard, keps back by robbers and defrauders! I tremble v0 


think of it. 

We hope by the time you have read over the replies to your former rea« 
ſon and Propofition, your (pirit will be more calm then here you have 
ſhew'y your (elf; but that itis uſuall with many of you to thunder onr ao. 

and - 


x 
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#nd damnation againſt all thoſe chat cannot thrqugh confcicuce trvly in- 
lighrened obey your thiimane tradicions and legall ceremonies, and forget 
and leave-out ju4gement and 4be love of God, as it; the worthip of God 
conhiited in thoſe aboliſh:d legall rices and ceremonies; bur in this, you 
{tem to thew lictle of rhe ſpirit of him , that is the good Shepheard of the , 
Sheep, bur rather like ravening Wolves you ſeek to deyoure chem; But in« 
cetd, as you bave well ſaid tothar purpole, thar you are defrauded of your 
hire; do you nor hoarein demonſtrate your (elvcs ro be hirelings ? therefore 


in-Foh. 10. The Hircling i3 no good Shepheard, but comes in 4s the wrong 


door, and is athiefe and.s robber; and how many of theſe birelings,. both 
in Coun:ay and Ciry have for-atime continued in a Pariſh, bu: when the 

have heard of a zrearer living or parlonage, have relinquithed their flock, 
an: givenic over to ſtrangers, \or left ir deftiture, Will not this fin at that 
day riſe up in judgement againk many of you Tyhe- Priefts ? Ye can be 
contented to call your fclves Gofpet Minifters, which ( if you were) ye 
would not {trive (0 mucho ler uprhe rites and cercmonirs ot the Leviticall 
Law; ye would rather preach Jeius Chrift, and that treely from a principle 


| of love; and as long as you continue thus in your outragious cry, and cen- 


{oriods judgings, (which arc bur che paſſions of the mind, which tke peos 
ple of Gad bave learn;d £9 crucitic with Chriſt ) you do but the more make 
our the truth of the Wor 14 chit the ſRreagch of your Kingdome is going 
down, aad che fear thercot mak g you cry our for help, and uſe all unlaw- 
full means to make good your argument, even to the wreſting of the Scri- 
prures, as that in Luke 11, 42. upon which is built all your whole Fabrick, 
whichappears hike all che re tobe builc upon a {indy toundation, which js 
falling, and ſhall fallrothe ground, and Gud will pur it into the hearts of 
his people, that they ſhall vindicate the truth in this particular. O that the 
Rulers of this Nation would {diſcharge their Vow to Almighty God, jn 
ſerting this Nation ar liberty fron this great and unſupportable burthen of 
tythes, which is not only (4 bath bcen proved) Anti-chriftian, but a bone 
dage, even like that of the Agyprians over the children of Iſrael 5 for as 
they (er Taskmattersover them, ſo theſe Pricits, more like-Zgyprians then 
Chriſtians, do ſet Taskmaſters over che people to enforce them, and” that 
againſt their conſciences to pay; and are there not ſome now in priſon 
upon the ſame accomyt? and others under proſecution alſo , and wiil. nor 
their cry aſcend vip 1nto the cars of the Lord for vengeance> Oh thax 
particular intereſts into uniawfull gain were not that which doth blind the 
cycs of many of this Nation, that they cannot make ule of tbe opportuni- 
ty which God hath put into their hands? Bat it is our hope, that as the put- 
ting down of Biſhops (who were as Lords over Gods Heritage) was one 
of ge firſt as of che /Forthres in Parliament , fo the taking away of 
I'ythes ſhall not be the laſt which ſhall be aRed by them, 


FINIS. ; 


